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PLANNING REFORM — RED TAPE REDUCTION 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.01 am]: As Repeal Week this week marks the 
repeal of obsolete legislation, it is also an opportunity for us to consider reforms that improve the operations of 
government and make Western Australia a more efficient place in which to do business. This is happening in the 
planning portfolio. The Liberal–National government has undertaken the most comprehensive reform agenda 
ever proposed for the Western Australian planning system, and as a result, significant progress has been made to 
reduce red tape and create an environment in which we are eliminating barriers to development and progress. 

The statistics are painting a very compelling picture on how we are tracking. I will briefly provide a few of these 
figures to put on the record. Eighty six per cent of subdivision applications are being processed within the 90-day 
statutory time frame. This figure was sitting at 57 per cent in 2007–08 under the former government. This means 
reduced holding costs for developers, making land more affordable for buyers. I made 1 783 statutory decisions 
between September 2008 and September 2013, compared with 1 747 in the same time frame under the previous 
government. These have included approving new planning schemes and region and local scheme amendments, 
some of which have contributed to the government achieving its targets as outlined in the report titled 
“Directions 2031: Draft Spatial Framework for Perth and Peel”. The introduction of the electronic lodgement of 
applications has improved processing times for subdivision clearances to an average of two days. Prior to the 
rollout of electronic processing, it is estimated that form 1C applications took on average 15 days to process. It is 
estimated that this reform alone could be saving as much as $30 million per annum for the development industry, 
which developers pass on to land buyers. I was pleased to mention in the house last week that the latest Housing 
Industry Forecasting Group report indicated that multi-unit—in other words, apartment—approvals for 2012–13 
are up by 58 per cent on the previous year, which can in part be attributed to “Directions 2031” and the new 
multi-unit housing R-codes. With a growing population and increasing demand for the development of our state, 
there has never been a more important time for reform. I am pleased that we are achieving success in 
streamlining processes to create a more user-friendly planning system for state and local governments, industry 
and the community. 
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